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The Zaoui Gravy Train

Why is the “Zaoui case” costing so much money?

Imprisonment

New Zealand has chosen to imprison Mr Zaoui rather than allowing him to reside with the Catholic Dominican community in Auckland.  This is patently unnecessary - Belgium and Switzerland just put him under house arrest.  Neither did the French seek to apprehend and imprison him following his conviction in that country. 

Given that he has refugee status, and wishes to stay in New Zealand, keeping Mr Zaoui in custody rather than bailing him, is a complete waste of resources.
Court Action

What are the facts?
· The Crown Law bill is around three times as high as the legal aid bill.  

· The need for court action has arisen mainly because of the government’s mishandling of the case.  For example:

· Refugee Status Appeals Authority hearing – Required because New Zealand Immigration Service wrongly determined that Mr Zaoui was not a refugee;

· First High Court hearing – Required because the then Inspector General resisted requests to provide a summary of allegations and to take into account Mr Zaoui’s human rights.  The High Court held that the Inspector-General was wrong on both counts. The Crown appealed, and again lost the case in the Court of Appeal;
· Second High Court hearing – Required because the then Inspector-General volunteered comments to the Listener which showed apparent bias.  He refused to step down.  The High Court agreed that he must do so. He then resigned.
To criticise Mr Zaoui’s lawyers for taking these cases is unfair and uninformed.  After all, they won all three of them.
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