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MEDIA RELEASE

20 June 2005

Human Rights Foundation 

calls for withdrawal of Zaoui Security Risk Certificate

Following today’s Supreme Court decision, the Human Rights Foundation is calling for the Security Risk Certificate issued against Ahmed Zaoui to be withdrawn. 

Executive Committee member, barrister Margaret Lewis, said that the Supreme Court confirmed that the threshold test which must be applied by the Director of Security in issuing the certificate is ”a serious threat to the security of New Zealand ,[which] must be based on objectively reasonable grounds and the threatened harm must be substantial”. 

“The Supreme Court requires a much higher standard than that applied by the Director of Security when issuing the certificate” said Margaret Lewis. “The Director has never alleged that he is a serious and substantial threat to New Zealand’s security. The certificate issued by the Director is based on a concern that Mr Zaoui’s presence here could affect the perceptions of New Zealand’s international allies. This is a very low standard and addresses an indirect concern rather than the direct threat required by the Supreme Court’s ruling.”

Now that the Supreme Court has finally clarified the issues involved, the Human Rights Foundation considers that the Director of Security should withdraw the security risk certificate as there are no longer grounds to maintain it. 

Mr Zaoui has been subject to the security risk process for more than two and a half years now. He was in custody for two years;10 months of this time was in solitary confinement. “Enough is enough”, said Margaret Lewis. “He has been granted refugee status by the independent Refugee Status Appeals Authority and should now be permitted to start his life in New Zealand as a refugee free from unfounded allegations about his security status.”
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Note for Editors:

The Human Rights Foundation is a non-profit human rights advocacy organisation – not to be confused with the official Human Rights Commission which has been a party to these proceedings
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