NEW IMMIGRATION BILL OUT OF STEP WITH OTHER COUNTRIES - ZAOUI LAWYER

The lawyer for Ahmed Zaoui says proposed changes to New Zealand's immigration laws are completely inadequate.
The Security Intelligence Service has declared the Algerian refugee is no longer a security risk to New Zealand.

The Government is planning to replace the Immigration Act - a move it says will stop cases like Mr Zaoui's dragging out for so long.

A new bill before Parliament would see security risk certificates dropped and classified information used in a more general way instead in immigration decisions.

Lawyer Deborah Manning told Morning Report the changes are completely out of step with other countries and said she believes there will be other cases like Mr Zaoui's.

The Green Party has a similar view. The party is concerned that others will face the prospect of being deported on the basis of undisclosed information.

Prime Minister Helen Clark says the Bill would stop a situation such as Mr Zaoui's dragging out for so long.

But Green Party MP Keith Locke says people could still be deported on the basis of secret evidence.

Meanwhile, New Zealand First leader, Winston Peters, says immigration laws should have been tightened years ago to prevent other Ahmed Zaoui's from entering the country.

He describes New Zealand as the "number one soft touch country for illegal immigrants".

